
Upcoming Events

16 - 18 June 
AUSA's ILW Army Logistics 

Symposium & Exposition
Greater Richmond 
Convention Center

Richmond, VA

21- 24 July 
AUSA’s ILW Army Medical 
Symposium & Exposition
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Exhibition 2009
ExCeL London 

London, UK 

5 - 7 October 
2009 AUSA Annual Meeting 
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ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY
AUSA is a private, non-profit educational organization that supports America's 
Army - Active, National Guard, Reserve, Civilians, Retirees and family
members. AUSA Chapters worldwide develop programs and activities that 
provide community support for America's Army through individual and corporate 
members. 

MG (Ret) Josue “Joe” Robles
President/CEO USAA

AUSA Luncheon Speaker 
Tuesday, 16 June 2009

Ft. Sam Houston GOLF CLUB
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MG (Ret) Josue “Joe” Robles will be the luncheon guest speaker on Tuesday, 
16 June 2009 at the Fort Sam Houston Golf Club . Josue “Joe” Robles is 
president and chief executive officer of USAA, one of America’s leading 
financial services companies. The association has been serving military 
families since 1922, and has become well known for its exceptional service, 
offering its 7 million members a comprehensive range of insurance, banking, 
investment products, financial advice and planning, and services designed to 
help them meet their financial needs. Headquartered in San Antonio, Texas, 
with offices throughout the United States and Europe, USAA owns or 
manages assets of $120 billion. 

Robles oversees a corporate organization that includes USAA’s Property and 
Casualty Insurance Group, Federal Savings Bank, Life Insurance Company, 
Investment Management Company, Alliance Services Company, and 
Financial Planning Services.

Robles was a USAA board member from 1990 to 1994 while on active duty, 
and joined USAA in July 1994 as special assistant to the chairman after 
retiring from the U.S. Army as a Major General. He was named CFO and 
Controller in September 1994, and added Corporate Treasurer to his 
responsibilities in 1995.  He assumed the position of President and CEO in 
December 2007.

Born in Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, Robles joined the U.S. Army in 1966. For 
the next 28 years, he served in a variety of command and staff positions, 
including active duty posts in Korea, Vietnam, Germany, and Operations 
Desert Shield/Desert Storm in the Middle East. Most recently, he served as 
the director of the Army budget and as commanding general of the 1st Infantry 
Division (the Big Red One).  

(Continued on Page 2.)

Josue “Joe” Robles
President and CEO of USAA

Richard M. “Tres” Kleberg, Civilian Aide 
to the Secretary of the Army (Texas-
South) addresses the Memorial Day 
Ceremony attendees at the Fort Sam 

Houston National Cemetery. 



MEMBER POLL

Would you like to begin receiving The Alamo Chapter Dispatch newsletter 
electronically?  If so, email the editor, Therese M . Baer, PE at tbaer@baereng.com.

AUSA Luncheon Speaker 
(Continued from Page 1.)

During his military career, Robles was recognized numerous times for service and honor. He received the 
Distinguished Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Legion of Merit with two Oak Leaf Clusters, the Bronze Star 
with Oak Leaf Cluster, and the Meritorious Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster.

Robles serves on the boards of directors of DTE Energy, the CHRISTUS Santa Rosa Hospital, the CHRISTUS Santa 
Rosa Children’s Hospital Foundation, and the P16Plus Council of Greater Bexar County Foundation. He is a member 
of the FM Global Advisory Board and the Texas Governor’s Business Council. Robles holds a Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree in Accounting from Kent State University and a Master of Business degree in Business 
Administration from Indiana State University.

He and his wife, Patty, have three children.

Meeting Information
Speaker : MG (Retired) Josue "Joe" Robles, Jr. - President/CEO of USAA

Location : Fort Sam Houston �� GOLF CLUB ���

Time: Tuesday, 16 June 2009, 1130 Hours

NOTE: The luncheon will be held at THE GOLF CLUB !!!! Members will be asked to vote on 
the Officers and board members at this luncheon. 

Message from the President

Chapter Members,

With the new operating year commencing on July 1st, I will turn over the Chapter 
Presidency to Brad Freeman.

Serving as your Chapter President for the past two years has been a very 
rewarding experience for me personally, and a most humbling one. This tenure 
has afforded me many opportunities to see the impact of the many contributions 
that AUSA makes on a daily basis, and on so many levels.  I am constantly
amazed at the depth of the impact that our local Chapter makes here in the San 
Antonio area, as well.  You all should be proud to belong to such a selfless 
organization dedicated to nothing more than supporting our Soldiers, DA Civilians, 
Retirees, and their Families.

I am looking forward to continuing my service to the Chapter as the Immediate 
Past President and First Vice President for the next year. A big “Thank You” to 
everyone who supports AUSA in our efforts, especially to our Executive Board, 
and the volunteers who make this Chapter work so well.

Respectfully.
David M. Annen



Alamo Chapter Accomplishments During the Last Year

1. Held three General Membership Meetings with outstanding speakers. CSM Daniel Woods, Northern 
Command, Mr. William McLemore, Congressional and VSO Liaison for the Heart of Texas Veteran’s 
Health Care Network  and Mr. Randall Robinson, Region Director (West) Installation Mgmt Command.

2. Held 12 monthly Board of Directors meetings to determine how the Chapter can best support Fort Sam 
Houston and our Army.  Sent copies of monthly minutes and financial reports to National AUSA 
Headquarters.  All chapter members  are invited to attend these sessions.  They are held on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 0730 hours at Earl Abel’s Restaurant on Austin Highway.

3. Provided refreshments for several Groundbreaking ceremonies such as the Medical Education and 
Training Campus and the Vocational Rehabilitation Center at the Audie Murphy Veterans Hospital.

4. Attended the Regional and National AUSA Conventions at Fort Hood and Washington, DC.  At the 
National Convention the Chapter purchased tickets for the Fort Sam Houston, USARSO and Army North 
NCO’s and Soldiers of the Year.

5. Supported the MEDCOM Soldier and NCO of the Year competition by providing lunch for the participants.  
While the competition was held at Fort Lewis, Washington we were asked to provide the support because 
we are the Home of Army Medicine.

6. Held a golf tournament in conjunction with the Medical Symposium held in San Antonio last June.  This is 
our only major money making event, and we earned over $20,000.

7. Supported the Junior ROTC program by providing AUSA Chapter Medals and presenting them to 
outstanding cadets at the end of the year ceremonies.  Started new initiative to support the UTSA ROTC.

8. Set up our Chapter AUSA Booth at Retiree Day and at the monthly Extravaganza sessions to explain to 
Post newcomers and retirees the value of AUSA membership. 

9. Supported our Warriors in Transition by providing tickets for the Fiesta Parades, Fiesta Dances, food for 
special events such as the Super Bowl Party, and hunting and fishing outings at the ranches of our 
Corporate Members. Provide free tickets for Wounded Warriors at all General Membership Meetings.

10. Provided a large financial contribution to the Institute of Land Warfare and the Army Historical Foundation 
to help with the construction of the new Army Museum at Fort Belvoir.

11. Held a very successful Corporate Membership Drive last fall that increased membership by 20%.
12. Served as the chartering partner for Scout Troop 26 .  Purchased them a new troop flag embroidered with 

Alamo Chapter, AUSA.  Provided special plaque to Scout Eric Rolfe when he became an Eagle Scout.
13. Donated $2,500 to Fort Sam Runners at the Army 10 Miler running event for National AUSA Convention.
14. Contributed $1,000 to the Fort Sam Houston “Year of the Army NCO” event to provide refreshments, 

awards and help for the banquet.
15. Provided $1,000 to the AMEDD Center and School Holiday Ball.
16. Published and sent to every Chapter Member our quarterly newsletter, The Alamo Dispatch.
17. Maintained Alamo Chapter Website, which provides information about our chapter and the upcoming 

events for Fort Sam Houston.     http:/alamochapterausa.org
18. Presented each quarter, a United States Army, Model 1887, Hospital Corps Surgeon’s Knife to the winner 

of the Battle Analysis Writing Award of the Captain’s Career Course, AMEED School.
19. Donated cakes and refreshments to numerous unit awards ceremonies, departure and welcome home 

ceremonies for mobilized reserve component units, and annual Army Birthday ceremony at the Flagpole.
20. Presented annual Meloy Scholarships to deserving JROTC Cadets who will continue their studies at a 

college or university while continuing in a SROTC program.   These scholarships are for $3,000, $2,000, 
and $1,000.



You or your company can be a table or soldier sponsor at the 16 June 2009 
quarterly membership luncheon.  The cost to sponsor a table of 10 is $130.  
The cost to sponsor a soldier is $13.

Reservations may be made by completing this form and faxing or mailing the 
request to the address below.  Payment for all reservations must be received 
prior to June 11th in order to confirm your reservation.  For tickets and 
information, contact:

Barbara S. Hagen
Alamo Chapter of The Association of the United States Army
12019 Rose Blossom Phone: 210  494-6266
San Antonio, Texas 78247-4333 Fax:     210  494-2607
E–Mail:  barhagen@flash.net

Contact Name:________________________
Company:_____________________________
Phone:_______________________________

TABLES :  Please reserve _______ corporate table(s) for us at $130 each.
We would like to donate ____ of our seats for our soldiers to use.
My check for ________is enclosed.

INDIVIDUALS: Please reserve ____individual ticket(s) for me.
My check for ________is enclosed.

2009 Army Medical Symposium And Exposition

The Association of the United States Army (AUSA) and the United States 
Army Medical Department (AMEDD) will present an unclassified symposium 
for interested members of the industry and military communities on “Army 
Medicine: Noncommissioned Officer Strong”. The 2009 symposium is 
scheduled from 21-24 July 2009 at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center 
in San Antonio, Texas.

The purpose of this year’s symposium is to stimulate dialogue among senior 
government officials, military leaders and industry leaders concerning the role 
of the Army Medical Department during a time of war and period of 
transformation.

This symposium is vital to Army interest to bring together the public and 
private sectors to facilitate an intellectual exchange of concepts and 
capabilities for effective and efficient management and procedures for 
providing world wide Army medical care.

Registration fee per individual is $350.00 for local military/government 
personnel (individuals who work at Fort Sam Houston or are within a 50-mile 
commuting radius), $400 for non-local military/government personnel, $500 for 
Sustaining Members, and $800 for non-Sustaining Members. The fee will 
increase to $400, $450, $550 and $850 respectively, after close of business 
10 July 2009.

Go to http://www.ausa.org for more information.

ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED 
STATES ARMY’S

INSTITUTE OF LAND WARFARE

2009 ARMY MEDICAL SYMPOSIUM 
AND EXPOSITION

A Professional Development Forum

“Army Medicine: Noncommissioned 
Officer Strong”

21-24 July 2009

Henry B. Gonzalez Convention 
Center

San Antonio, Texas

SPEAKERS / MODERATORS
GEN Gordon R. Sullivan 

United States Army Retired 
President, Association of the United 

States Army

GEN Peter W. Chiarelli 
Vice Chief of Staff 

United States Army

SMA Kenneth O. Preston 
Sergeant Major of the Army

LTG Eric B. Schoomaker 
Commanding General 

United States Army Medical Command/ 
The Surgeon General

GEN George W. Casey, Jr. 
Chief of Staff 

United States Army

BG Joseph Caravalho, Jr. 
Corps Surgeon 

XVIII Airborne Corps

Corporate Member Sponsorships



12th Annual “For The Soldier” Golf Tournament 
Alamo Chapter Stimulus Package

The Alamo Chapter spends thousands of dollars each year to support the Soldiers and Families of Fort Sam 
Houston and surrounding areas.  We play an important role in funding and supporting of events and ceremonies 
for which the Army cannot use appropriated funds.   All of this is possible from our sole fund raising event, the 
“For The Soldier” golf tournament.   With the economic downturn, we may be challenged this year to raise the 
funds we need to reach our goals.  We need our own  “stimulus package” to ensure this year’s event is 
successful.  

As a member of the Alamo Chapter, you can be the stimulus package by doing one or more of the following 
off-duty tasks:

 Contact someone you know working in a business that is supportive of the military and share with 
them the benefits of supporting your AUSA chapter by becoming a golf tournament sponsor.

Provide the opportunity for your favorite restaurant, hotel, or store to donate a prize, gift certificate, 
or coupon.   This enables us to have a quality golfer’s gift bag and award prizes to every team.

Volunteer to work at the 20 July event.  We need members to set up signs, register players, serve 
refreshments and take pictures.  Volunteer for an hour or the entire day, we can provide you the 
opportunity to make a contribution that you will enjoy.

Form your own team and enter the tournament.   You can also sponsor a Soldier to play in your 
group.  

Register early because the tournament will fill-up.

SAVE THE DATE

12th Annual “For The Soldier” Golf Tournament
Monday 20 July 2009

Fort Sam Houston Golf Course

For more information visit our web site at  www.alamochapterausa.org.  

You can also contact COL (Ret) Brad Freeman at  bradley.freeman@us.army.mil or (210) 383-2728.



News in the Brief

ANOTHER BRAC GROUNDBREAKING  

On May 6th, a Groundbreaking Ceremony was held for the Tri- Service Direct Energy Laboratory.  This 
$70 million, 181,000 square foot facility will house research by Army, Navy and Air Force scientists'
studying the bio-effects of laser and other directed energy, the ways we can protect our personnel, as 
well as methods  we can use these weapon to our advantage against an enemy.  This research is 
currently housed in several buildings at Brooks City Base, but after a BRAC decision in 2005, it will move 
to Fort Sam Houston in the spring of 2011.  This project is a small part of the nearly $3 billion of new 
construction occurring on Fort Sam Houston, Camp Bullis, and at Randolph and Lackland Air Force 
Bases over the next three years.  The laboratory location on Fort Sam Houston is west of the Texas 

National Guard Armory and North of BAMC. 

Mr. Scott Cannon, building contractor, Rear Admiral Richard Vinci 
of the Navy Medicine Support Command, Major General Russell 
Czerw, CG of Fort Sam Houston and the AMEDD Center and 
School, Mr. Thomas Wells, Director of the Air Force Research 
Laboratory and COL Mary Garr, Fort Sam Houston Garrison 
Commander,  break ground for the new Tri-Service Research 
Laboratory. 

CHAPTER MEMBERS HONORED DURING FIESTA 

Major General Russell Czerw, Commanding General U.S. Army Medical Department Center and School 
and Fort Sam Houston honored twenty five local civilians for their outstanding support to the Soldiers at 
Fort Sam Houston.   MG Czerw, and his wife Michelle, ordered special Fiesta Medals which he presented 
throughout the week of Fiesta activities.  It is not surprising that many of our most faithful and hard 

working Alamo Chapter members received these beautiful medals.  
Recipients were Cal and Barbara Banker, Louis and Mary Pat 
Stumberg, Barbara Hagan, Les Paulick, Janice Ricks, and Sid and 
Pris Trawick.  Congratulations to these great supporters of AUSA and 
our Army.  Other Chapter members may have also received medals
at subsequent Fiesta events. 

Cal and Barbara Banker and Barbra Hagan are wearing their Fiesta 
Medals presented by MG Russell Czerw for supporting the Fort Sam 
Houston Soldiers. 

NOW IS THE TIME TO COME TO THE AID OF YOUR CHAPTER

The 12th Annual FOR THE SOLDIER Golf Tournament is on Monday 20 July 2009 and this is your final 
reminder to get involved and help your chapter with our only fund raiser.  There are a variety of ways you can 
help:

� Volunteer to work the event by registering players, taking pictures, serving drinks or other tasks
� Donate an item to serve as a prize
� Register to play golf
� Sponsor a Soldier or Wounded Warrior to play
� Contact a business that supports the military to get involved and become a sponsor

We need your help. Contact Director of Golf, Brad Freeman at (210) 383-2728 or Bradley.freeman@us.army.mil



Info to enter Fort Sam Houston – Three FSH entry poi nts!
All FSH visitors may enter through ALL three entrances now:

· Walters Street entrance (off IH-35)
· Harry Wurzbach Rd. (off NE Loop 410)
· The Binz-Engelman exit (off IH-35; if northbound, it’s the 

next exit past the SplashTown exit or if southbound, it’s 
the next exit on right after Rittiman Rd.)

You must have the following FOUR items to gain entrance:

· Current photo ID
· Current vehicle registration form
· Current vehicle state safety sticker
· Current proof of insurance

NOTE: The 16 June 09 quarterly luncheon will be hel d at the Fort Sam Houston 
GOLF CLUB.

News in the Brief
(Continued from Page 6.)

EXTRAVAGANZA  

Each month Fort Sam Houston sponsors a two hour event held at the Sam Houston Club where all newly 
arrived personnel (military and civilian) are given the opportunity to learn about the multitude of 
organizations available to them, both on and off post.  Spouses are highly encouraged to attend with 
food, drinks and many prizes are provided to the attendees.  Organizations such as Museums, MWR 
facilities, child care, youth activities, chapels, public schools, local colleges, Military Police, BAMC, Post 
Exchange, commissary, veteran organizations, state support units and others have representatives
available to answer questions, provide literature, and to welcome the newcomers.  Civilian businesses 
such as USAA, Eisenhower Bank, Sea World and Fiesta Texas offer discounts and special programs. 

The Alamo Chapter sponsors a booth and chapter members hand out 
literature about AUSA to encourage prior AUSA members to change 
their address in order to continue to receive AUSA publications.   
Every month the Alamo Chapter donates a free membership for the 
prize drawing to provide a Soldier a chance to join the Association. 

CSM (Ret) Nick Nicholson welcomes SGT Jude Breaux, and his wife 
Chai and daughter, to Fort Sam Houston.  SGT Jude is assigned to 
the 470th MI Brigade. 

�



Alamo Chapter Officers 2008 - 2009

Unit Advisors and Board of Directors
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MG (Ret) Josue “Joe” Robles 
President/CEO USAA

AUSA Luncheon Speaker 
Tuesday, 16 June 2009

Ft. Sam Houston
GOLF CLUB

COL (Ret) David M. Annen, President david.annen@us.army.mil
COL (Ret) Bradley D. Freeman, First Vice President/President Elect bradley.freeman@us.army.mil
CSM (Ret) Dennis Lafferty, VP Individual Membership / CAR p3@satx.rr.com
Mr. Randall Witty, VP Corporate Membership wittyr@beecreek.net
Ms. Barbara Hagen, VP Programs barhagen@flash.net
Therese M. Baer, PE, VP Communications / Newsletter tbaer@baereng.com
COL (Ret) Sid Trawick, Secretary sidandpris@aol.com
Mr. George M. Allen, Treasurer colonite@sbcglobal.net
COL Gilley G. Richardson, Chaplain gilley.richardson@samhouston.army.mil

2006-2009 ELECTED BOARD OF DIRECTORS
CSM (Ret) Herbert "Nick" Nicholson nick24home@msn.com
Dr. Gail Siller, PhD gsiller@fshisd.net
Vacant
2007-2010 ELECTED BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ms. Melissa Guerrerro mguerrero@eisenhowerbank.com
LTC (Ret) J.B. Crowther crowtherjb@sbcglobal.net
Ms. Eddie Williams ewilliams@sacu.com
2008-2011 ELECTED BOARD OF DIRECTORS
LTC (Ret) Kirk Frady
COL (Ret) Richard Agee richard_agee@bah.com
BG (Ret) Joe Prasek f.prasek@us.army.mil

UNIT ADVISORS
MG Chris Powers
CSM Howard R. Riles
CSM Pedro Class
CSM George Nieves
CSM Donna Simmons
CSM Armando Ramirez
CSM Steven Maldonado
BG Jimmie Jaye Wells
LTC Thomas Ellis
CSM Milton Rhodie


